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 Capstone Research Practicum 
 Sociology 1500 (Class #36481) 

                     

 Fall 2010 
 

Time/Place: Monday 6:00-8:30PM in 2200 Wesley W. Posvar Hall (WWPH)  
 

Instructor: Melanie M. Hughes, PhD 

Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 10:30-11:30AM & by appointment 

Office Phone: (412) 383-9488   Office:  2611 WWPH     

E-mail: hughesm@pitt.edu  Mailbox: 2405 WWPH 
 

“Daddy, on television today they said that a man was Prime Minister.  

Is it possible that a man can be Prime Minister?”  

-Reportedly asked by the child of a news correspondent after Gro Brundtland, 

Norway’s former female Prime Minister, was ousted from office (quoted in 

Solheim 2000) 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

This course is an upper-division research practicum focused on integration of women into the 

political elite worldwide. In addition to learning about the topic substantively, students will 

conduct individual research projects on the consequences of women’s incorporation into politics. 

The course will provide students with experience using sociological research tools. Students will 

collect, analyze, and display data, as well as to communicate research findings in verbal and 

written form. Overall, this course aims to make students more knowledgeable practitioners of 

social science research. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 

By the end of this course, students will have a broad understanding of the current state of 

theoretical and empirical research on women and politics worldwide. Further, students will be 

able to review existing scholarship to inform an ongoing research project; collect, prepare, and 

analyze data to address one or more sociological research questions involving gender and politics 

globally; and graphically present and interpret quantitative data.  

 
REQUIRED READINGS: 
 

Textbook: 
 

1) Paxton, Pamela and Melanie M. Hughes. 2007. Women, Politics, and Power: A Global 

Perspective. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press.  

2) Articles, book chapters, and/or other readings are assigned for some class periods. All 

materials will be accessible through CourseWeb. See the page 6 of the syllabus for a 

bibliography of course readings.  
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Attendance:  Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes.  Class time will consist of 

lectures, discussions, small group exercises, and student presentations.  Students are expected to 

arrive on time and stay for the entire class period.  As chronic absences are likely to negatively 

affect your grade, I will not penalize you additionally for absences. However, I do keep 

attendance records for my own reference. 

 

Reading:  Students are expected to bring any problems in understanding the reading to the 

attention of the instructor.  To facilitate effective discussion, all of the assigned readings are to be 

completed prior to class on the day scheduled in the Course Outline.   

 

Participation: Your active participation is important to the success of the course for both you 

and your classmates. During the 5th week of class, you are also expected to attend a short 

meeting with the instructor to discuss the final project. Your course participation grade will 

consist of four parts: 1) submitting questions on the reading (see Q-Cards section below), 2) 

participating in class discussion, 3) meeting with the instructor to discuss the final project, and 4) 

reviewing student presentations.  
 

Q-Cards: Students are required to generate at least one question for days with assigned 

reading, each of which is marked by an asterisk (*) on the Course Outline. Questions may 

address confusion regarding the reading or raise an issue for class discussion. Although q-

cards will only be graded for completion, students are strongly encouraged to put time and 

thought into developing good questions. Thought-provoking q-cards will foster a more lively 

and interesting class discussion. 

 

Course Assignments: Students are expected to complete five written assignments, a final project, 

and an in-class presentation. Assignments 1, 2, and 3 are each part of a step-by-step progression 

that will culminate in the final research paper. In other words, you will be working towards the 

final project over the entire semester. All work should be submitted in hard copy form, typed and 

double-spaced. Except for the final paper, assignments are due by the beginning of class on the 

due date. Late work will be penalized by a 10 percent grade reduction for the first day of 

lateness, beginning 10 minutes after class has begun on the due date, and then 10 percent 

for each additional week of lateness (beginning the start of class time the following week). If 

something happens that is beyond your control (alien abduction, homework in dog’s stomach), I 

must have verifiable proof (alien’s and/or vet’s note). Otherwise, you will be docked points for 

lateness. Because one of the goals of this course is to improve student writing, assignments will 

be graded on both content and form. Content refers to the degree to which you complete the 

requirements, the extent of mastery shown of course material, and the level of analysis applied. 

Form refers to the clarity of the work you present in terms of grammar, spelling, punctuation, 

and writing style. Demonstrated effort will be rewarded, when possible. The descriptions below 

will be supplemented in the future with specific guidelines for each assignment.  
 

Topic Selection: Students must first select a topic for their final project. All projects will 

investigate research questions involving potential effects of women’s representation in 

national-level politics (e.g., armed conflict, corruption, economic inequality, maternity leave 

policies). When selecting a topic, you must identify the sample of countries will you 

investigate and, broadly speaking, the kind of effects will you investigate. All topics must be 
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approved by the instructor before students can move on to the literature review. This 

assignment is due September 20.  
 

Assignment #1 – Literature Review: For this assignment, you will find, read, and correctly cite 

literature on your research topic. The literature review serves to report what has already been 

found empirically regarding the topic of interest, to identify important debates in the topic 

field, and to locate gaps in existing knowledge that deserve research attention. The literature 

review should inform specific hypotheses that you will test in your project. This assignment 

will serve as the first section of your final project. This assignment is due October 4.  
 

Assignment #2 – Data Array: For this assignment, students will identify and collect data to 

test the hypotheses formulated during the literature review phase of the project. Students will 

construct intended measures or variables and submit a data array to the instructor with 

documentation. Students are expected to have begun collecting the data for this assignment 

prior to meeting with the instructor on the fifth week of class. This assignment is due 

October 25.  
 

Intersectionality Case Study: Complementing the broader quantitative project, students will 

produce an in-depth case study comparing how women and men from different racial, ethnic, 

and/or religious groups fare in politics in a single country. Specifically, students will 

investigate the political outcomes of a selected group of minority women relative to their 

minority male and majority female counterparts. The instructor may select one or more of the 

best student papers to include in a future book project. Thus, students considering graduate 

school or those interested in publication opportunities may benefit greatly from this 

assignment. Country selections will be made in class on September 20. This assignment is 

due November 15.  
 

Assignment #3 – Analysis: In this assignment, students will report initial research findings. 

Students will report and discuss appropriate descriptive statistics, produce and discuss at least 

one table or figure displaying the relationship between independent and dependent variables, 

describe the methodological strategies employed, and summarize the results from hypothesis 

tests. This assignment is due November 22.  
 

In-Class Presentation: During the last two weeks of class, students will give brief in-class 

presentations discussing their research projects and findings to date. The presentation will be 

graded on both content and style (e.g., organization, delivery, and timing). Use of PowerPoint 

is strongly recommended. Students using PowerPoint must email their presentations to the 

instructor 24 hours in advance of class so that the instructor can load all presentations for a 

given day onto the presentation laptop. Students are also responsible for giving feedback 

regarding the presentations to their peers, which will count towards the participation grade.  
 

Final Project: This will be due the last week of class. You will synthesize the first through 

third exercises into a 12-15 page research paper. The final project should reflect feedback 

received from the instructor over the term. This assignment is due in my mailbox (WWPH 

2405) by 5:00PM on Monday, December 13. 

 
COURSE GRADING: 
 

Your grade is calculated as a percentage of 400 possible earned points in the class. 
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Course Participation  60 pts (15%) 

Intersectionality Project 80 pts (20%) 

Assignments (1-3)  120 pts (30% 

Final Project   80 pts (20%) 

Student Presentation  60 pts (15%) 
 

If you believe a grading error has occurred at any point during the class, please see me as soon as 

possible.  I will retain all grading materials for two semesters following this one. 

 

Letter Grades and Percent Ranges:         

A+   97-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  F 0-59 

A   93-96  B 83-86  C 73-76  D 63-66    

A-   90-92  B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62    

 
COURSE POLICIES: 
 

Disabilities: If you have a disability that requires special testing accommodations or other 

classroom modifications, you need to notify both the instructor and the Disability Resources and 

Services no later than the 2nd week of the term. You may be asked to provide documentation of 

your disability to determine the appropriateness of accommodations. To notify Disability 

Resources and Services, call 648-7890 (Voice or TTD) to schedule an appointment. The Office 

is located in 216 William Pitt Union. 
 

Withdrawal:  The deadline for monitored withdrawal is Friday, October 29, 2010. 
 

Classroom Conduct:  This class may at times address sensitive and/or controversial issues.  

Students are expected to be respectful of diverse opinions and present themselves in such ways 

as to keep the classroom as safe, open environment for learning. 
 

Academic Integrity: Students in this course will be expected to comply with the University of 

Pittsburgh's Policy on Academic Integrity Any student suspected of violating this obligation for 

any reason during the semester will be required to participate in the procedural process, initiated 

at the instructor level, as outlined in the University Guidelines on Academic Integrity. This may 

include, but is not limited to, the confiscation of the examination of any individual suspected of 

violating University Policy. Furthermore, no student may bring any unauthorized materials to an 

exam, including dictionaries and programmable calculators. To help identify instances of 

academic misconduct, I may require you to submit course assignments to www.turnitin.com, an 

online plagiarism prevention website.  
 

Email Policy: Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pitt.edu) upon 

admittance.  This e-mail address may be used by the University for official communication with 

students.  Students are expected to read e-mail sent to this account on a regular basis.  Failure to 

read and react to University communications in a timely manner does not absolve the student 

from knowing and complying with the content of the communications.  The University provides 

an e-mail forwarding service that allows students to read their e-mail via other service providers 

(e.g., Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo).  Students that choose to forward their e-mail from their pitt.edu 

address to another address do so at their own risk.  If e-mail is lost as a result of forwarding, it 

http://www.drs.pitt.edu/policies.html
http://www.drs.pitt.edu/policies.html
http://www.pitt.edu/~provost/ai1.html
http://www.pitt.edu/~provost/ai1.html
http://www.turnitin.com/
mailto:username@pitt.edu
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does not absolve the student from responding to official communications sent to their University 

e-mail address. 

 
COURSE OUTLINE:  
 

This is a tentative outline for covering particular topics and having readings finished. When 

multiple dates are listed, the readings should be completed by the first day listed. Students are 

responsible for adhering to this outline unless otherwise indicated in class.  
 

Date Topic Assigned Reading

Aug 30 Intro to Course; Orienting Theories P&H Ch. 1

Sep 06 No Class – Labor Day

Sep 13 *State of the Field P&H Ch. 3; PK&H

Lab 1: Reviewing Literature; Rules for Writing

Sep 20 *Does it Make a Difference – Policy and Legislative Style

********TOPIC SELECTION DUE********

Sep 27 *Does it Make a Difference – Symbols and Society W&C; JK&K; Goetz

Oct 04 *Critical Mass and the Challenges of Numbers

Lab 2: Finding and Compiling Data

*******LITERATURE REVIEW DUE******

Oct 12 No Class – Instructor Meetings

Oct 18 (T) *Explanations – Culture and Social Structure P&H Ch. 4

Oct 25 *Explanations – Democracy, Systems and Parties

Lab 3: Descriptive Analysis

*********DATA ARRAY DUE**********

Oct 29 Deadline for Monitored Withdrawal

Nov 01 *Explanations – Quotas P&H Ch. 5, pp. 151-166; 

Bacchi

Nov 08 *Explanations – Armed Conflict and International Effects P&H Ch. 6

Lab 4: Hypothesis Testing

Nov 15 *Differences across World Regions P&H Ch. 8

*INTERSECTIONALITY CASE STUDY DUE*

Nov 22 *Women in US Politics P&H Ch. 9

Lab 5: Presenting Research Effectively

*************ANALYSIS DUE**************

Nov 29-Dec 6 Student Presentations

Dec 13 ************FINAL PAPER DUE************

Must be in my mailbox (WWPH 2405) by 5:00PM

P&H Ch. 7, pp. 191-207; 

Kathlene

P&H Ch. 7, pp. 207-212; 

C&K

P&H Ch. 5, pp. 133-150; 

Yoon
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ASSIGNED READING (OUTSIDE OF TEXTBOOK):  
(The abbreviation for above Course Outline appears in Parentheses following the citation.) 
 

Bacchi, Carol. 2006. “Arguing For and Against Quotas: Theoretical Issues.” Pp. 32-51 in 

Women, Quotas, and Politics, edited by Drude Dahlerup. New York: Routledge. (Bacchi)  

Childs, Sara and Mona Lena Krook. 2008. “Critical Mass Theory and Women’s Representation.” 

Political Studies 56:725-736. (C&K) 

Goetz, Anne Marie. 2007. “Political Cleaners: Women as the New Anti-Corruption Force?” 

Development and Change 38(1):87-105. (Goetz)  

Johnson, Deb with Hope Kabuchu and Santa Vusiya Kayonga. 2003. “Women in Ugandan Local 

Government: The Impact of Affirmative Action.” Gender and Development 11(3):8-18. 

(JK&K)  

Kathlene, Lyn. 1995. “Alternative Views of Crime: Legislative Policymaking in Gendered 

Terms.” Journal of Politics 57:696-723. (Kathlene)  

Paxton, Pamela, Sheri Kunovich, and Melanie M. Hughes. 2006.“Gender in Politics.” Annual 

Review of Sociology 33:263-84. (PK&H)  

Schlozman, Kay Lehman, Nancy Burns, and Sidney Verba. 1994. “Gender and the Pathways to 

Participation: The Role of Resources.” The Journal of Politics 56(4):963-990. (SLB&V)  

Wolbrecht, Christina and David E. Campbell. 2007. “Leading by Example: Female Members of 

Parliament as Political Role Models.” American Journal of Political Science 51:921‐39. 

(W&C)  

Yoon, Mi Yung. 2001. “Democratization and Women’s Legislative Representation in Sub-

Saharan Africa.” Democratization 8(2):169-190. (Yoon) 


